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TREES FOR HOMES
Programme Manager: Katja Janicke & Tinashe Mutoredzanwa.

The aim of this programme is provide trees to low cost
housing settlements. It includes skills transfer, training and
job opportunities for Community Educators (CEs) who in
turn create environmental awareness in their community.
In the past year Trees for Homes distributed 10 828 trees to
over 10 000 households across South Africa.

Also noteworthy was that over 200 unemployed residents from
the communities assisted this year received training as CE’s.
They subsequently went door to door in their communities to
inform them of the various initiatives and the importance of trees
and greening. In this way over 10 000 people gained knowledge
about the environment and the issues of climate change.

Communities that received
trees included Delft,
Riverlands, and Kalbaskraal
in the Western Cape.
To celebrate World
Environment Week in June,
Global Payment Technologies
(GPT) sponsored 1 111 trees.
The trees were planted in
June 2013 in Delft, GPT also
sponsored trees in the
Illovo area in KwaZulu
Natal, in March 2013.
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70 large fruit and indigenous trees were distributed to 35
households in Sam Rose Village near Nazareth in Mpumalanga,
thanks to a generous donation by Nick Shapley and Middelbro.
Communities in Gauteng and the Eastern Cape also benefitted
this year. Among the sponsors were the BMW Clubs who
decided to plant 600 trees in Cintsa, Eastern Cape, to offset
their annual BMW GS Eco 2013 Cintsa event on behalf of
BMW Motorrad South Africa.
We are always impressed by the innovative ideas our
sponsors have to support us and on behalf of the
communities that have been enriched, we thank them all.
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FEED AFRICA
Programme Manager: Quinton Naidoo

Half of the food in the world is thrown away
One billion people on the planet go to bed hungry every night
One billion are overweight or obese and at least two billion are malnourished
The trees were planted in June 2013 in Delft, GPT also
sponsored trees in the Illovo area in KwaZulu Natal, in
March 2013. proactive role player in helping South Africa’s
poorer communities become self-sufficient.

FEED facilitates the establishment community owned organic
farms equipped with both the value and supply chains to
become active participants in the mainstream agri-economy.
It has shown phenomenal growth since its inception in
November 2011. In the past year FEED attracted R21 million
in funding, has expanded to five commercial organic farms
and created over 182 jobs. The goal in the next financial year
is to increase the number of farms to 12 with a
potential of 435 jobs.

Expansion has led to new appointments: Programme Organic
Farming ManagerAnold Derembwe holds a Master’s in
Agri-economics and has vast experience in community
development and commercial farming. The new Marketing
Manager, Morgan Taerwa, is developing markets for the
community farms and training the communities in packhouse
development and operations.
FTFA has facilitated the development of AgriSETA
registered training material.

The Kumba funded project in Thabazimbi is FTFA’s first
FEED farm to incorporate the Bamboo for Africa programme
with 6ha under vegetable production and 20ha of bamboo.
A total of 6260 tonnes of CO will be sequestrated.
2
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Rethabiseng Sustainable Farm in Bronkhorstspruit
won the Nestlé Community Nutrition Award 2012, in
both the Regional and National categories.

Rethabiseng’s young farmer
Sphiwe Machika won the Female
Entrepreneur of the Year award.
Programme statistics for 2012/13:
•

 6 hectares of organic vegetables producing an
2
average of 11 tonnes per hectare per season.
Total produce sold into markets = 715 tons.

•

R1,2m farm sales generated.

•

182 direct jobs jobs created.

•

168 indirect jobs created.

•

350 farmers trained.

•

3 packhouses built.

•

3 delivery vehicles purchased.

This farm is being funded by AfriSam for a period of
five years. FEED is tasked to empower each community
to take over the running of its farm within this period.

Thank you to all our sponsors
and partners who help make
the dreams of impoverished
communities come true.
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FOOD GARDENS FOR AFRICA
Programme Manager: Joanne Carty

Home Food Gardening projects, from rural KwaZulu Natal, to the inner city in Johannesburg, have increased.
FTFA has been working with
Makhulong A Matala, a community
development subsidiary of The
Johannesburg Housing Company,
to assist with the development of
permaculture food gardens at two
buildings in the inner city.
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As the programme expands, thousands
of children and community members
now have access to good, nutritious
food. This year, with the support
of 46 sponsors http://trees.co.za/
programmes/food-gardens-africa.ht,
over 350 school, community and home
food gardening projects received much
needed training and support for the
development of their permaculture
gardens. This includes 100 schools,
40 community and over 200 home
food gardens. More than 2 200
beneficiaries participated in over
700 workshops during the year.

Extending the cluster model

Volunteers inspire communities

There is increasing synergy with
community food gardens
and resource centres.

Over 1 600 volunteers on 40
‘volunteer days’ helped disadvantaged
communities to establish or improve
their food gardens. Paul Coleman, The
Earthwalker, won the Earth Day Living
competition with WiserEarth and he
nominated FTFA as the recipient of
the prize; it was used to host two
volunteer days at Phiri Primary School
and Tshedimoso Home
Based Care Centre.

In developing micro farmers/
micro-farming projects through
FTFA’s Permaculture Starter Packs
(PSPs), funding has now also been
obtained from Wesbank Fund’s Food
Security and Agricultural Livelihoods
Programme (FSALP).
This has seen the implementation of
25 PSPs and nine projects selected
for development as resource centres
in the Free State. Proof that the
model succeeds is the commitment
by the IDC (Industrial Development
Corporation) to the development of
gardens in another five schools
in the area.
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A volunteer day was held in March at Phiri Primary
School, Soweto. The volunteers – in this case a team
from Park Inn, Sandton, Crawford School and various
individuals - weeded, composted, mulched and planted
seedlings to be harvested in the next few months.

The largest volunteer days event took place in Wattville,
where 800 staff from Internet Solutions assisted with
the planting of 450 trees and the expansion of food
gardens at nine schools and five homes.

Other highlights
The Shell Grow a Garden project is now in Phase 3.

Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) hosted five volunteer
days, through the support of Old Mutual, Shell, VISA
and Multichoice. Among the beneficiaries was the
Akani Foundation project in Diepsloot.

the development of
Shell’s support has led to
around the country.
13 permaculture projects
Ntyatyambo Primary
Here delighted pupils at
ape.
see their garden taking sh

Through support from
Comhousing over 20
0
homeowners in Njog
e Village, Louwsburg
in
rural KwaZulu Natal,
received training and
support for their hom
e gardens.

Another highlight this year was the support of the The
Woolworths Trust. To celebrate its 10th anniversary,
in addition to the support of EduPlant, the Trust has
committed to developing more food gardens and the
delivery of container libraries to schools.

FTFA remains inspired by the Woolworths commitment
to eco and educational issues. Seen here are some
Woolworths staff doing their bit at a volunteer day at
Toronto Primary School in Limpopo.
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BAMBOO FOR AFRICA
Programme Manager: Quinton Naidoo & Assistant Manager: Sipho Mathe

As a greening, climate change response, Corporate Social
Investment, Enterprise Development and Black Economic
Empowerment Programme, Bamboo for Africa remains a
strategically important area for development and growth.

Programme highlights

The increased interest in Carbon Footprint offsetting and
in carbon credits provides opportunities to trade carbon
credits on behalf of communities through the Voluntary
Carbon Standard accreditation.

•

R2,1 million grant funding secured for the programme.

•

100 beneficiaries trained in bamboo planting and care.

•

 12 hectares of bamboo has been planted – this is a
1
total of 25 760 plants.

•

Estimated Carbon sequestration = 35 056 tonnes

Redesigning the Programme
After two years of supporting four cooperatives with
planting bamboo, it has been decided that its sustainability
will be considerably enhanced by linking it to the successful
FEED Africa programme.
This ensures that at every bamboo site there are farm
managers and community farmers developing and
maintaining the bamboo planting sites in conjunction with
the commercial vegetable farming. It further guarantees
that there is the necessary infrastructure, mentoring and
expertise available.
•

 he first Bamboo for Africa site in Lawley (Blue Disa)
T
- which recently won the Eco-Logic Community
Award, Johannesburg - is now linked to the
neighboring FEED Farm.

•

 second Bamboo / FEED project is being
A
established for Kumba in Thabazimbi.

This
bamboo
plant is one
of 25 760
planted
thus far.

Members of this community in Lawley are among the
100 beneficiaries trained in bamboo planting
and maintenance this year.
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EduPlant

Programme Manager: Joanne Carty & Assistant Manager: Hazel Moloi

Why the EduPlant programme is so important…

Ongoing support and education

•

 ,7 million (15%) of school children in South Africa
2
go to bed hungry every night.

Hands-on workshops are held annually for schools
around the country.

•

Almost two-thirds of South African
children live in poverty.

•

 in every 5 of children younger than 17, live in
3
households with a total monthly income of less
than R1 200, mostly in rural areas.

•

 very fifth child in SA suffers from hunger
E
and under-nutrition.

•

1 in 10 children suffer from severe malnutrition.

•

 in 5 children are stunted due to
1
chronic malnutrition.

The EduPlant programme, run in partnership with Engen and
The Woolworths Trust, is playing its part in providing practical
solutions. Educating children about the environment and
teaching them permaculture methods to grow food gardens
ensures knowledge is passed on to future generations.

With gifted advocates,
facilitators and managers
such as Hazel Moloi,
the permaculture message
is effectively conveyed.

The bi-monthly EduPlant
newsletter also provides schools
with valuable information.

160 participants attended the workshop held at Bartimea
Special School, Thaba Nchu. This was one of the 44 one-day
permaculture workshops held this year. Altogether there were
over 3 000 participants from 1 800 schools.
Another 1 000 educators, learners and community members,
representing over 400 schools, participated in the seven
practical workshops. There are now 36 clusters of identified
schools where the workshops are held.
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The competition is always a
happy and inspiring occasion.
Above are the 30 people who attended the workshop at Macebo
Primary school in Umzinto.
The biennial EduPlant competition
The competition, open to all participating schools, provides
additional incentives. Schools are evaluated on how they
have progressed through the programme and on their
understanding of the broader issues involved in sustainable
living and permaculture food gardening.
View here for the winners.

The resounding success of the 2012 event was thanks to
the FTFA team, workshop facilitators, ecopreneurs and the
many others.

View a short
video about
the enormous
impact that
EduPlant has
on schools
and their
communities.

The impressive food gardens at Shikhati Primary School,
winner of the Mentoring category at the 2012 competition.
(The Mentoring category was established for schools that
were previous winners in the competition and have gone
on to share their skills and expertise with other schools and
communities in their respective areas).
The school now mentors 111 schools in the Tzaneen district.
Its commitment has led to additional support from Pioneer
Foods through the Limani Project to develop it as a resource
centre and provide food gardening training and resources for
15 other schools in the vicinity.
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Ambassadors and Accolades
Many illustrious people have been FTFA ambassadors,
including Arnold Schwarzenegger, the late Adelaide
Tambo and Helen Suzman, Jody Scheckter and most
recently, SA Protea’s premier bowler Dale Steyn.
Melissa Andrews and Christopher List did a carbon
neutral scooter ride across South Africa, Swaziland and
Mozambique, visiting and volunteering at permaculture
projects and planting trees. Charlotte Steyn walked
across the country promoting FTFA. Another ambassador
is Mbali Vilakazi, poet extraordinaire.

Al Gore, too, has lent support through his training of Climate
Change leaders and FTFA is now the African Branch
Manager for Al Gore’s Climate Reality Project.

A stop press announcement!
Great news – at the Eco-Logic Awards ceremony in
September Jeunesse was the winner of the Eco-Warrior
Award for being “a visionary ecopreneur and change agent”.
Accolades are also due to all our
sponsors, partners and supporters.
Extra special are those who provide
additional support ‘behind the scenes’.

Equally influential are our Patrons and Board members.
Such support indicates the faith that people have in the
effectiveness of FTFA programmes.

Among these are The Woolworths
Trust, not only a longstanding partner
of EduPlant but also annually on its
birthday has included FTFA allowing
us, for instance, to produce a new
EduPlant information video.
This year three FTFA staff (Joanne Carty, Jeunesse Park
and Shaun Clark) were part of an 11 member South African
delegation who attended Gore’s training in Istanbul.
Read Jeunesse’s report.

Pupils at Cloetesville Primary School in
Stellenbosch were ‘bowled over’ when Dale
Steyn helped plant lemon and water-berry
trees to offset his travel and paper-based
carbon footprint.

Audi has sponsored over 34 000
trees and a vehicle for FTFA Founder
Jeunesse until last year. Avis provide vehicles
for FTFA annually. Werksmans Attorneys have taken up the
pro bono legal advice mantle for FTFA and Grant Thornton
(previously PKF) continue to work as FTFA’s auditors.
Willard Batteries, apart from contributing to many projects,
have for many years sponsored the FTFA annual review, and
Pie Street Advertising has designed this annual review.
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Click here to read more about Daniel Chitungo
http://trees.co.za/home/ftfa-announcements/item/daniel.html
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UPDATES, IDEAS & SOLUTIONS
Capacity building

Volunteers & Interns

Training, education and mentorship have always been
an integral part of the FTFA ethos. A highlight this year
was the formation of a training division to take this to
the next level. We are now a SETA accredited training
provider.  A dedicated manager, Lawrence Tshuma, has
been appointed to co-ordinate all training that takes place
through different programmes and the many projects
funded by various sponsors.
Hands-on training
builds capacity
so that projects
can be managed
more effectively.
Accredited courses
run by FTFA include
organic farming,
permaculture,
occupational health
and safety, farm
machinery and
administration.

Under permaculture training we currently offer the 72-hr
Permaculture Design Course (PDC), the one-day-weekend
permaculture introductory course, and training aligned to
short and long term subsistence projects. FTFA’s permaculture
training material is considered the best in the country.

The one-day
workshops
held at the
FTFA Khaya in
Johannesburg
offer students
the opportunity
to learn the basics
of permaculture.
As shown here, a
productive food
garden is possible
even in a small
back yard.

Many others play a part in ensuring that FTFA remains a
sustainable enterprise in its own right. Our interns (from as far
afield as the USA and Switzerland) and a growing number of
volunteers bring enthusiasm and skills that help us grow.

Intern Emilie Ellis, a
master’s student
from Switzerland,
not only provided
enthusiastic support
but also wrote
a number of blogs
about her experiences
while at FTFA.
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The FTFA ‘Shop Green’

The Lentegeur idea
Many communities in our country are vulnerable but
perhaps one of the most vulnerable are those patients in
psychiatric hospitals. It’s a sobering thought that more
than one in three South Africans will suffer from a mental
illness in their lifetimes, yet few receive help. The impact
on their surrounding community is never fully quantified.

Our shop is an online platform offering purchasers a trendy,
environmentally friendly range of products while also providing
a sustainable income stream to further support FTFA
programmes. Our range extends from organic heirloom seeds
and organic honey, to eco-friendly notepads and solar lanterns.

Lentegeur Psychiatric Hospital is in Mitchells Plain,
outside of Cape Town, an area plagued by poverty,
gangsterism and drugs. FTFA was approached by the
Board and doctors to develop the Lentegeur Spring
Project which seeks funding to introduce a hospital
greening and social development programme. Apart from
the wish to transform the degraded hospital grounds,
patients will enhance their social and environmental skills
through food gardening, recycling and other initiatives.

Products for sale, including
this T-shirt, are selected to
ensure we adhere to the
permaculture principle of

“take care of 					
yourself, the 					
earth and other people.”
The above photo is of the gardens surrounding

the classrooms at Mbatini Primary School in the
impoverished area of Bushbuckridge, Mpumalanga.

Once a dusty tract, today staff and students at the
school take pride in their surrounds. In the same
way, FTFA plans to partner with Lentegeur to achieve
a similar result.
Lentegeur is but one of the proposals received by FTFA
each year but it is for appeals like this that FTFA seeks
partners and sponsors. We invite you to become part of
the group that looks for solutions!
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TRESS FOR ALL
Programme Manager: Katja Janicke

During the financial year ending 30 September 2013, FTFA
distributed a whopping 22 884 trees to approximately 569
deserving beneficiary communities throughout South Africa.
However, requests from schools and marginalised communities
across the country amount to over 3 million trees. To help meet
this need, FTFA introduced the Trees for Africa Arbor Challenge,
inviting the public to list the trees they had planted on the
www.trees.co.za regisTREE.
Trees are also funded through paperless billing, recycling,
percentage of product contributions and carbon offset.
Individuals and companies give trees and receive certiﬁcates
for themselves, or as gifts for others. Costs per tree for this
programme are R100 all inclusive.

Arbor Month saw some
32 000 trees planted and
mapped through the Trees
for Africa Arbor Challenge.
Among the beneficiaries was
GJ Louw Primary School in
Port Elizabeth, thanks to the
Pick n Pay School Club, who
also participated in the Arbor
Challenge.

GJ Louw Primary School, Port Elizabeth.
Recipients of trees are not only schools but 		
also include outreach programmes, community, 		
garden and environmental projects, swimming 		
pool centres, sports complexes, libraries, 		
churches, police stations and hospitals.

We’re deeply grateful to our sponsors; special mention
must be made of the growing number of individuals and
businesses who make a monthly contribution.
(http://trees.co.za/sponsors.html)

To see more about what we do, watch our short
information video.

FOOD & TREES
			FOR AFRICA
ANNUAL REVIEW 2013

OVERVIEW OF 2013 FROM THE

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
2013 has seen Food & Trees for Africa take enterprise development and sustainable
environmental activities to ever greater heights.
Of particular significance in the past year has been the
launch of Growing Green, FTFA’s Enterprise Development
initiative that incorporates four of its six key programmes:
Farmer Eco Enterprise Development (FEED), Bamboo for
Africa, Trees for Homes and Food Gardens for Africa. These
programmes provide an ideal platform for corporate social
investment funders to empower poor communities while also
earning points against the General Codes of Good Practice
(BEE) scorecard. Equally, the FTFA programmes appeal to
individual donors who want to make a difference, to both the
environment and the wellbeing of impoverished communities
through food security programmes.
This may be among the reasons for the phenomenal growth of
the FEED programme which attracted funding of R21 million
this year. This support has led to the establishment of a further
three commercial organic farms and the creation of 182 jobs.
Education with an environmental and self-sufficiency
emphasis remains a key objective.
•

 he lauded EduPlant programme, now in its 19th
T
year, continues to educate and inform thousands
of school children and teachers each year.

•

 training division was established this year, with
A
FTFA now a SETA accredited training provider.

•

 egular Permaculture workshops are offered at
R
FTFA’s home base in Johannesburg.

•

Three Climate Change leaders attended a training
workshop with Al Gore.

This growth and success is due in no small measure to
Founder Jeunesse Park and the FTFA team. My warm thanks
to them and to the guidance of my Board. Underpinning all
our efforts are our sponsors. This year we have introduced
different categories of sponsors, from Silver through to
Diamond; whichever category you may be in, please know
that your contribution is making a difference to someone’s
life in South Africa – thank you on their behalf.

Outreach and communication
The year has seen increasing use of social media –
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and blogs – all of which
contribute to environmental awareness and spread the
sustainability message. Promotional events and challenges,
such as the Spin-2-Zero, have captured the public’s
imagination, heightened FTFA’s profile – and of course, raise
funds for trees and permaculture gardens.
Take a minute to watch a video about FTFA.

Murphy Morobe
Chairman

