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“Today, there is so much carbon dioxide building up in the atmosphere that 

natural systems can no longer recycle it all and we are now in an era of climate change, one that 

at present rates of destruction poses the greatest threat that our species 
has ever faced. 

It is predicted that at this rate, by 2100 
the Earth will be warmer 
than it has been in 50 
million years since this build up of 

carbon dioxide is described as having the effect 

of double-glazing our planet.” 

We urge you to take these seeds and plant them in an area where they will help curb the carbon 

dioxide pollution. Research has proved that planting a tree remains one of 
the most effective ways of off-setting carbon emissions.       
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The mission  of FOOD & TREES for AFRICA is to contribute to a healthy and sustainable quality of life for all through environmental 

awareness and greening programmes.

The objectives  of FOOD & TREES for AFRICA are -

●  to contribute to greening, sustainable natural resource management, food security and food safety;

●  to create an awareness of the benefits of environmental upliftment activities amongst all communities of southern Africa;

●  to contribute to poverty alleviation, improved environments, capacity building and skills development, increasingly for people living with AIDS

FTFA works in partnership with government, the private and public sectors and civil society to improve the quality of life and environments for all communities 

of South Africa.

    “I think the environment should be put in the category of our national security. 
  Defense of our resources is just as important as defense abroad.  
       Otherwise what is there to defend?”  Robert Redford
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FTFA is the sub-Saharan partner 

of Global ReLeaf



FTFA highlights and achievements in 2006

FTFA’s work continues to embrace best practices in sustainable environmental activities that empower poor 

communities while also playing an important role in reducing the carbon emissions that are threatening our 

planet.  

●  Instrumental in forming the Carbon Standard in South Africa

●  All FTFA’s training courses and materials have AgriSETA approval and recognition

●  FTFA now has Section 18A registration, allowing donors to receive tax rebates

●  FTFA has partnered with the South African Scout Association, contributing to the compilation of three booklets for the new Scout badge food garden curriculum

●  FTFA’s CEO a winner of the international Chevron Conservation Award

●  FTFA’s Busiwa Wawa received the 2006 Nestlé Community Nutrition Award

●  A total of 194 communities received 32 723 trees in the 2006 fi nancial year

●  FTFA jointly co-ordinated and implemented the gardening training and competition for 

 Phase 3 of the Greening of Alex, involving approximately 181 properties

●  38 active permaculture food gardening projects; 14 additional gardens have been completed this year

●  Over 48 one-day and nine four-day permaculture workshops were held for almost 4000 

 educators and their communities in the past year. Over 355 greening workshops were held for 

 other communities

●  700 people were trained in basic urban greening this year 

●  13 503 Trees for Homes distributed to 15 different communities and 279 community members trained

●  More than 8 200 trees were distributed at over 120 Arbor Week events  

       “Of all the wonders of nature, a tree in summer is 
perhaps the most remarkable; with the possible exception 
     of a moose in spats singing ‘Embraceable You’.”  
     Woody Allen
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Once upon a planet…
Imagine inheriting a 3.8 billion-year store of natural 
assets and squandering most of them in less than 
two centuries. This is precisely what we are doing to 
planet Earth. We have polluted our environment and 
depleted our resources to such an extent that unless we 
all make a commitment right now to start saving our 
environment, it will be too late.

The authors of Natural Capitalism* state that in the past 50 years alone, the 

world has lost a quarter of its topsoil and a third of its forest cover. Such 

human activity has now damaged many of Earth’s life-support systems: 

among the most critical of these systems is the continuous exchange of 

carbon dioxide and oxygen between plants and animals. Today, however, 

there is so much carbon dioxide building up in the atmosphere that natural 

systems can no longer recycle it all and we are now in an era of climate 

change, one that at present rates of destruction poses the greatest threat that 

our species has ever faced. 

It is predicted that at this rate, by 2100 the Earth will be 
warmer than it has been in 50 million years since this 
build up of carbon dioxide is described as having the 
effect of double-glazing our planet.

The good news is that we still have a small window of opportunity to 

reverse the devastation we have already wrought. It is tempting to ignore 

the problem because it seems so vast but the truth is that if every one of us 

makes an effort to be less wasteful, the cumulative effect will be dramatic. 

Simply switching off lights when not needed, taking a shorter shower 

and cooking without pre-heating the oven are things that anyone can do. 

Changing from incandescent light bulbs to compact fl uorescent light bulbs 

will make a signifi cant difference. Figures quoted by the US publication 

Vanity Fair (May 2006 issue) indicate that if every household in America 

replaced just one traditional light bulb, the reduction in pollution would be 

equivalent to taking one million cars off the road.

As a national greening organisation, Food & Trees for Africa (FTFA) is 

playing an important proactive role in South Africa. Apart from FTFA’s 

proud record of greening activities linked to its well-established advisory and 

educational functions, the organisation has been instrumental in establishing 

the Carbon Standard (CS) in conjunction with PriceWaterhouseCoopers, 

Interactive Africa and Edward Nathan (Pty) Ltd. 

The Carbon Standard breaks new ground in South Africa. Through it 

everyone is able to take proactive measures to ensure that their offi ce 

buildings, schools, homes, meetings, conferences and other events are 

carbon neutral. The Carbon Standard measures carbon emissions over a 

wide range of human activities, including energy usage for appliances and 

equipment, paper usage and travel, then calculates how to offset these 

emissions. This measurement, known as the carbon footprint, provides every 

concerned individual and business with the means to minimise their carbon 

emissions. How, you ask? The answer is that research has proved that 

planting a tree remains one of the most effective ways of off-setting carbon 
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emissions. The average person emits some 10 tons of carbon annually: one tree removes approximately one ton of carbon dioxide a year. Planting trees, of 

course, provides for additional benefi ts such as shade and food for humans and animals and birds alike. It is thus easy to see why FTFA is heavily involved in 

this initiative.

FTFA will help businesses, organisations and individuals establish the weight of their carbon footprint. Either use the carbon calculator on our website (www.

trees.co.za) or send us your electricity usage per month or year, your local and international travel fi gures per year and your annual paper usage and we will 

calculate the number of trees that you need to plant (or sponsor) to offset your emissions. (Consult the inside front cover of our review for contact details.) If 

just 25% of South Africans were to plant one tree in the next year, that would be 8.8 million more trees absorbing carbon from the atmosphere.

* Natural Capitalism, Hawken P, Lovins A & Lovins A H. www.natcap.org
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Message from the Chairman Message from the CEO
There is something extraordinarily satisfying about being associated with 

a vibrant and dynamic organisation that is ahead of its time. For 16 years 

FTFA has been a leader in creating awareness of the increasing effects 

of global warming and in doing something about it. I wonder how many 

organisations could boast of planting 2.3 million trees in a similar period of 

time. On the assumption that 60 per cent of these trees have survived - 1.7 

million of them – and taking into account that carbon absorption will vary 

according to the size of the tree, just the trees that FTFA has planted will 

have sunk over 200 000 tons of carbon dioxide.

I urge every thinking individual to take immediate action. By sponsoring 

trees to compensate for your carbon footprint, your contribution enables 

FTFA to distribute and plant trees in disadvantaged and underserved 

communities across the country. As responsible citizens it is imperative that 

we take steps to ensure that we have a future on our planet.

It is somewhat ironic to report that in the year under review, funding has 

been lower than in past years, at a time when we face these enormous 

environmental challenges. An encouraging trend, however, is the practical 

application of social responsibility by business. Companies such as Deloitte 

(Cape Town) and Fidentia are encouraging their staff to participate in 

community activities: this has led to FTFA hosting events where the 

employees have spent time in disadvantaged communities and helped by 

planting trees and expanding food gardens. Both the communities and the 

employees reported thoroughly enjoying their time together. FTFA would 

welcome enquiries from like-minded companies.

Ensuring that future generations will better appreciate their environment 

is a role that FTFA’s fl agship programme, EduPlant, continues to do with 

immense success. One of the many strengths of this programme is its 

multiplier effect: it is indeed a model that other civic organisations could 

follow. 

Overall it has been another extremely busy and successful year for FTFA. 

We were delighted to receive AgriSETA accreditation for our permaculture 

and food gardening training courses. I am also pleased to report that a 

number of municipalities are now budgeting for greening projects. FTFA is 

partnering with four such municipalities, with a fi rst objective of improving 

environmental conditions for 2010. The Greening Soweto project, for 

instance, is an initiative of Mayor Amos Masondo leading up to the FIFA 

Soccer World Cup and which aims to plant 100 000 street trees and 200 000 

Trees for Homes.

As ever, we remain indebted to our partners and sponsors and I thank them 

for their continued confi dence in FTFA. All supporters are acknowledged in 

this Review.

My thanks also to members of the Board of Directors for their interest and 

support, and to all the dedicated staff of FTFA. I commend CEO Jeunesse 

Park for her unswerving commitment and congratulate her on receiving the 

international Chevron Conservation Award – I think this again emphasises 

the professionalism of our organisation. 

Chairman, Board of Directors
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Message from the Chairman
We have taken the unusual step in our 2006 Annual 
Review in presenting you with a thought-provoking 
introduction and it is my view that the reason for FTFA’s 
existence is fully validated by the facts given in it. 

Because, however, FTFA is a hands-on civic organisation, my message 

today comprises suggestions for what we as individuals and companies 

can do towards alleviating the global warming crisis while at the same time 

contributing to poverty alleviation and capacity building. As may be seen in 

our Review, there are many opportunities to host tree-planting events.

.Everyone – measure your carbon footprint today on www.trees.co.za. 

Plant (or sponsor the planting of) at least one tree a year. Take a leaf out 

of PriceWaterhouseCooper’s book. The company planted 2 300 trees in 

Soweto to offset the carbon emissions of its Sunninghill offi ces and will be 

planting around all of their offi ces in the rest of the country.

.Companies – involve your employees in social investment and 

philanthropy by assisting FTFA in its work of tree planting and food 

gardening in disadvantaged communities.

.Companies – if you are organising an event such as a conference, why not 

offset the additional carbon emissions with a tree-planting event? De Beers is 

one such company – the emissions associated with its annual environmental 

conference (the air travel of speakers and delegates form part of the 

calculation) have been offset with the planting of trees in Soweto.

.Use the proceeds from recycling or other activities to sponsor trees. 

Woolworths does this by recycling the paper used at its head offi ce. 

Sportsmans Warehouse donates the money raised by sales of plastic carrier 

bags to tree-planting projects on school sportsfi elds. Willards puts a portion 

of money raised from recycling car batteries towards trees. 

.Lobby government and parastatals on environmental issues. Is there any 

good reason why Eskom should not add a 1c levy on every electricity bill to 

use to plant more trees annually?  Praise – and support – companies that are 

introducing environmentally friendly business models.

.Educate and inform those around you and encourage them to become 

more environmentally aware. See the new Forum on our website www.

trees.co.za that encourages discussion and debate.   

.List on the brand new Defi nitive Greening Directory on www.trees.co.za 

which  gives you your own virtual website that you can create and manage. 

I am delighted to report that within only three weeks from being launched, 

the site is giving those listed top place on Google searches!

Message from the CEO
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The work of Food & Trees for Africa – programme reports for 2006

Natural ecosystems work in cycles that are integrated and connected and FTFA emulates this in its work and structure.

 

Greening and trees programmes
The recently established Carbon Standard (FTFA, Interactive Africa and Edward Nathan Friedland) has brought an additional synergy to the activities of 

FTFA by providing a further support mechanism for FTFA’s Trees for Homes and National Tree Planting Programmes. Comments CEO Jeunesse Park, “We are 

inundated with requests for trees but it is physically impossible for us to raise money for each individual request. If every concerned South African pledges one 

or more trees to offset their carbon emissions, we will be in the happy position of being able to respond more quickly to the clinics, schools, churches and other 

community centres who approach us.” The 9th international Design Indaba were the fi rst to do so and provided 2 000 trees, some to residents of Mogale City.
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The work of Food & Trees for Africa – programme reports for 2006 The work of Food & Trees for Africa – programme reports for 2006

    The National Tree Planting Programme
Through this Programme, which incorporates National Arbor Week, FTFA distributes trees across the country in 

response to requests. This year FTFA distributed in excess of 8000 trees at over 100 Arbor Week events. Once again 

substantial support from enlightened businesses contributed to the success of the Week. Community Radio 702 

sponsored an event at Ivory Park that gave 702 homeowners trees. A novel approach was taken by Cape Talk where 

Old Mutual donated 600 trees to schools across the country. In lieu of Christmas cards its clients received certifi cates 

indicating the trees planted in their name. Barloworld encouraged their shareholders to receive electronic reports, 

instead of paper based reports, and planted trees to replace those used in the printing of their sustainability report.

Anyone can lend support to the provision of trees for the poorer communities. Here the 
Governor of California and well-known Hollywood star, Arnold Schwarzenegger, assists 
CEO Jeunesse Park plant a tree.

Trees for Homes
Trees for Homes is a successful and innovative public greening initiative that contributes nationally in a visible way 
towards more sustainable human settlements. 

This long-running programme has been given an additional impetus by four forward-thinking municipalities which have set aside funds for greening projects. FTFA is 

working with Mogale City, Polokwane Capricorn City, Ekurhuleni Metro and the Greening of Soweto Project.

Aided also by socially responsible companies such as ABN Amro, De Beers and PriceWaterhouseCoopers, FTFA is facilitating greater community involvement 

and awareness around climate change to the communities in these areas. Highlights this year included the planting of 2 300 trees for homes in Soweto funded 
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The work of Food & Trees for Africa – programme reports for 2006

by PriceWaterhouseCoopers to offset its Sunninghill offi ces carbon emissions. ABN Amro planted 700 apple trees in Soweto to offset the carbon emissions 

for their 10th anniversary in South Africa celebrations and De Beers sponsored 250 apple trees for distribution to the home owners in the Zola area. All these 

projects also contributed towards the training of several community based educators who will share with the community their knowledge on how to take care 

of these trees to ensure sustainability. 

A new development that has been in the news is Johannesburg’s mixed use Cosmo City housing scheme. FTFA has partnered with Johannesburg’s City Parks 

department and celebrated Earth Day by the planting of 500 fruit and indigenous Trees for Homes and 500 street trees. 

   Overall this year, Trees for Homes provided 13 503 trees 
      for 15 different communities 
       and trained 279 community members. 

The Urban Greening Fund
The UGF straddles both FTFA’s tree planting and permaculture activities. The Fund supports partnerships for the 
planting of trees and the establishment of parks and permaculture food gardens while also providing environmental 
awareness education and training.

It is perhaps important to note that the concept of “urban” covers any settlement of 5000 people or more and thus FTFA’s drive towards providing food 

security, poverty alleviation and improved health and nutrition is certainly not confi ned to the major urban areas. 

FTFA reports, by way of example, a successful partnership project in Alexandra, Johannesburg. The Department of Housing appointed Bagale Environmental 

Services and FTFA to launch, coordinate and implement the gardening training and competition for Phase 3 of the “Greening of Alex” project. Approximately 

181 properties in Far East Bank Extension 8 were involved in this event.
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The barren surrounds of the low cost housing project in Alex are on 
their way to being transformed. A delighted householder prepares to 
take a tree home to make a start on revitalising her surroundings.

A partnership with Highveld Steel is now in its second year of operation. The company 

is working with schools in Witbank to help them recycle and reuse waste and uplift their 

environment. Plans are in hand for establishing food gardens and introducing sustainable 

resource management in Mpumalanga.

Permaculture 
Many of FTFA’s permaculture activities start with organic food gardens but as is the trademark of the FTFA approach, the activities become multi-faceted, 

leading to urban renewal, natural resource conservation and heightening environmental awareness.

This sign at the entry to the Somisanang community’s gardens says it all! 
A once dusty and bare environment has slowly been transformed as the 
community has learnt the benefi ts of permaculture gardening.

The National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund, impressed with the results of FTFAs permaculture work, 

is sponsoring the development of 11 school education and resource centres. These schools are not only 

developing their own gardens but are running workshops for other schools and community members in 

their areas and many are selling plants and vegetables.

10
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The Piet N Aphane School, a former Woolworths Trust EduPlant winner, is one of 11 
schools nation wide selected as a resource centre. The centres are sponsored by the 

National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund (NLDTF). This amazing school, situated in 
an impoverished rural area, has also established the Piet N Aphane Permaculture 

Project: the Project further extends interaction with surrounding communities 
and members take pride in sharing their expertise in permaculture and 
environmentally sound methods.

The joy of permaculture food gardening is that it doesn’t require expensive technology, artifi cial fertilisers 

or poisonous pesticides. To spread the message even wider, this year FTFA has produced a DVD 

entitled Helping nature help you. It comprises a series of 13 fi ve-minute episodes that each explore 

fun, step-by-step, do-it-yourself ways to implement food gardens. While aimed at young learners, it 

can be enjoyed by anyone who is interested in sustainable food gardening or who wants to learn 

new ways of teaching permaculture. This is a valuable addition to the other information packs that FTFA produces; the “Business Box”, sponsored by Investec 

to introduce gardeners to entrepreneurial activities, has proved a winner and the new DVD series is likely to be equally popular.

An exciting development has been the formation of a partnership with the South African Scout Association. The academic and practical applications of organic 

gardening principles and permaculture design have been introduced as a new “Food for Life” badge that a Scout can earn. Says CEO Jeunesse Park, “While 

the Woolworths Trust EduPlant programme touches the lives of many thousands of learners and educators, not every school is yet in a position to introduce 

permaculture activities. Our partnership with the Scout Association is thus yet another way in which we can introduce the younger generation to the benefi ts 

of knowing how to create a sustainable, food rich environment.” 

Another trend now manifesting itself is the involvement of companies, through their social responsibility programmes, involving their employees in hands-

on practical projects. Employees at Deloitte’s Cape Town offi ce, for instance, volunteered to help establish a food garden at the Thornton Road Primary 

school in Crawford, Cape Town. The school was also the fi rst in the Cape Peninsula to receive trees as part of the EnviroMedia 2006 conference carbon offset 

programme. “It’s a small contribution to help offset carbon emissions from delegates’ air travel, while also providing shade and fruit trees for schools,” said 

EnviroMedia Conference organiser Hugh Tyrrell.
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Volunteers from Deloitte (Cape Town) helped the educators and 
learners of the Thornton Road Primary School to establish a food 
garden to enable the school to provide a nutritional feeding 
scheme for the learners of the school while also providing 
education on sustainable living. 

The long-term goals for the project include assisting the surrounding community in an 

income generating and skills development program to help alleviate poverty in the area. 

The Deloitte employees reported having “a fantastic time and learning quite a bit about 

permaculture.”

Similarly, 40 Fidentia employees got their hands into the earth to develop a piece of land adjacent to the organic gardens at Masisebenze School in Tembisa 

as part of their corporate social investment activities. Said Gary Rothstein of Fidentia, “We had a wonderful morning learning about the community and 

permaculture. It was great to get out of the offi ce and do something meaningful for the school, and I enjoyed getting dirty!” The company plans to undertake 

another such project.  

The Deutsche Bank Africa Foundation continues to remain involved in FTFA’s permaculture work. At present the Bank is supporting the development of 

permaculture food gardens at Masisebenze Comprehensive School and Zitikeni Secondary School, both in Tembisa. Investec is yet another company that 

remains a staunch supporter of FTFA’s work. A further instance of companies making a difference is the funding of three community projects in Mpumalanga 

by the WesBank Trust. One benefi ciary is the Sikhutsele Combined School in Barberton. The school began food gardening in 2002 while also fostering 

community spirit with clean-up and health-promoting campaigns. The school subsequently approached FTFA to fi nd funding both for skills training and to 

establish a garden nursery to propagate plants for their own use and for sale. This was an ideal project to attract funding since there was already a high level of 

self-initiative and community interest. 

There are a number of other sponsored projects. The fi nal example is that of food garden development in the Bohlabela District (formerly Bushbuckridge) 

in Limpopo which is being assisted by Johnnic Communications. There are 45 PHC clinics in the district, including two health centres. Many of these clinics 

are rolling out the Anti-retroviral programme but are unable to provide these drugs without ensuring that patients have access to healthy and nutritious food 
12
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to facilitate the taking of the ARVs and contribute to improved immune systems. Johnnic Communications 

agreed to support three gardens, Murhotso, Ludlow and Hluvukani, in the area to be developed as centres for 

training and material assistance.

Thanks to initiatives like these and to donor support, FTFA has established permaculture gardens in 31 

communities and has completed  14 additional gardens in the past year.  

Partners and sponsors play a vital role in allowing learners and educators alike 
to enjoy the – literal! – fruits of their labours. It cannot be repeated often enough 
that with an initial helping hand in the form of sponsorship and training, so many 
communities are on the path to self-suffi ciency and helping those less fortunate, 
particularly the many, many people affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Depicted 
here is a learner from award-winning Moriting Primary School which developed a 
permaculture project with the help of AUSAid. 

Woolworths Trust EduPlant Programme
It is always wonderful to report that this Programme remains South Africa’s leading schools’ food gardening 

and greening programme. This year, once again thanks to the generous support of the Woolworths Trust, 

48 permaculture workshops were held countrywide with over 3800 educators attending. 160 schools were 

shortlisted and visited this year. All received seeds and educational resources and advice for their projects. 63 

fi nalists were selected to attend the fi nals’ workshop, adjudication and gala dinner at the end of September. 

These schools are achieving great results. A previous winner, Toronto Primary School, was recently awarded 

R200 000 from the Limpopo MEC for Health to further develop their medicinal plant garden and HIV and 

nutrition support for ailing and vulnerable community members. Yet again this illustrates the incredible spin-

offs and outreach of this Programme.
13
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Busiwa Wawa, FTFA’s project offi cer developing permaculture food gardens with schools and communities, won the 2006 Nestlé Community Nutrition 

Awards. In her acceptance speech, Busi made us all realise the ever-growing importance of the EduPlant programme: in her words, “Some schools we work 

with report that 70% of the children are orphaned or vulnerable. Giving them access to nutritious and diverse food can greatly strengthen them. Teaching them 

how to grow their own food gives them a skill for a lifetime.”
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“I have read through all of the literature that I have received from you.

I am really impressed with the ethics and values that are refl ected in all of your literature. There are very few 
organisations that highlight ethics and values in all of their literature.

In order to gain a more practical understanding of the work that FTFA does, I have decided that I am going to plant a 
vegetable garden at my home using the same principals outlined in the FTFA literature.”

Regards
Godfrey Radloff 
Radloff Family Trust
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Thank you to our sponsors and supporters List of Donors
We thank all who have supported us in the past year. By investing in a better environment (particularly those 
who have responded to the Carbon Standard Consortium’s appeal to offset their carbon emissions), food security 
and sustainable development, you are making a signifi cant contribution to the empowerment of thousands of 
disadvantaged South Africans while also contributing to South Africa’s environmental well being. With your ongoing 
support, FTFA is able to play a vital role. 

Your support can be on an individual basis, by becoming a member of FTFA, purchasing any of our products or practical publications, creating awareness, 

or sponsoring trees. At a corporate level, partnering FTFA in essential projects is an effective way of meeting social responsibility needs. Corporate 

membership may entitle the sponsor to use the FTFA logo (subject to agreement by the FTFA Board) in their corporate publications, signifying commitment 

to environmental sustainability. Support is also possible by, for example, purchasing FTFA memorabilia as gifts for clients or employees, or sponsoring trees for 

employees. Companies that care always seem to fi nd creative ways of providing support – one environmentally conscious corporate makes regular donations 

from proceeds derived from recycling paper. 

For current sponsors who wish to continue with their support or new sponsors who want to get involved, we invite you to contact us directly or visit our 

website (www.trees.co.za) for further information on how you can help.

FTFA is also pleased to inform you that in addition to its Section 21 registration with the Department of Welfare and the new Public Benefi ts Department, it 

has now received exemption from taxes and duties as approved in terms of Section 18A. For any contributions made to FTFA, sponsors now qualify for a tax 

reduction limited by specifi c conditions and to a specifi c formula.
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PARTNERS - CONTRIBUTIONS OF 

R50 000 AND ABOVE

ABSA & BARCLAYS BANK provided funds 

for three community centres dealing with HIV/

AIDS to develop permaculture food gardens. 

These centers are at CAFDA in the Cape Flats, 

Viljoenskroon Hospice in the Free State and 

Mgwenayana near Umtata in the Eastern Cape.

ABN AMRO commemorated their 10th 

anniversary in South Africa by planting 700 

trees to offset the carbon emissions from the 

celebration. These trees contributed to the 

“Greening of Soweto” initiative in Oppenheimer 

Gardens, Jabavu in Soweto during Arbor Week 

2006.  

ALEXANDRA RENEWAL PROJECT 

contracted FTFA to implement the third phase of 

the Greening of Alex. 181 home owners in Ext 8 

attended gardening and greening workshops and 

received grass sods for lawns, trees, vegetable 

and fl ower seeds: the project culminated in a 

well-received gardening competition.

ANGLO AMERICAN TRUST contributed 

funding towards the development of a 

permaculture project in the Limpopo Province 

with the objectives of poverty alleviation, 

improved environments, capacity building and 

skills development.

ANGLOGOLD ASHANTI FUND contributed 

2 900 trees to residents of Potchefstroom for a 

greener future. Over 95 youths and unemployed 

residents were trained as community-based 

educators to spread awareness of how to plant 

and care for trees and of the need for green 

suburbs to induce carbon sequestration and 

provide a cleaner, healthier environment. 

AVIS-RENT-A-CAR SOUTHERN AFRICA 

(PTY) LTD supplies a much-needed vehicle 

for project staff who train communities in 

permaculture and greening. Avis also provides 

rental cars for FTFA’s staff when they travel 

the country to visit sponsors and projects, as 

well as a Kombi to transport schools during the 

EduPlant competition week.

BHP BILLITON DEVELOPMENT TRUST 

provided funds to assist with the training of 

inmates at the Emthonjeni Correctional Services 

Centre in Baviaanspoort to develop organic 

food and indigenous herb gardens.  Subsequent 

security problems with security at the facility, 

coupled with a change in management, 

hampered progress.  Consequently the balance 

of funds will be put towards the establishment of 

a nursery at the Mnqobokazi Rural School near 

Hluhluwe in KwaZulu Natal.

 

DEUTSCHE BANK is supporting the 

development of permaculture food gardens 

at two schools in Tembisa (Masisebenze 

Comprehensive and Zitikeni Secondary), to 

provide the learners with an adequate daily 

source of nutrition, as well as skills development 

and to run outreach projects for people living 

with AIDS.

THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER AFFAIRS 

& FORESTRY (DWAF) has been working in 

partnership with FTFA since 1994 on the Trees 

for Homes, Urban Greening Fund, Arbor Week 

and Woolworths Trust EduPlant programmes. 
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List of Donors
Support, funding and resources have been 

contributed to these programmes and their 

related projects over the years. 

EDWARD NATHAN (PTY) LTD, a leading 

environmental legal practice, has done pro bono 

work for FTFA since its inception. In the past 

year the fi rm became a member of the Carbon 

Standard and has provided valuable legal advice 

for this and other agreements.

GOOD WEB MARKETING redesigned FTFA’s 

website and established FTFA’s web-based shop, 

Forum and Greening Directory. Those listed 

on the directory are receiving top place on 

Google searches and FTFA is receiving an ever-

expanding membership. An intranet system and 

related staff training is being developed. 

HIGHVELD STEEL again contributed to 

a waste management and food gardening 

competition in 2006 to address environmental 

and aesthetic problems of litter in many areas 

of Witbank and Roossenekal, at the same time 

encouraging improved nutrition and natural 

resource management. 

IMPALA FOUNDATION – this contribution 

is to be spent on a project in the North West 

province, the details of which are being fi nalised.

INTERACTIVE AFRICA announced the 

Carbon Standard in partnership with FTFA at 

this year’s 9th International Design Indaba and 

offset the carbon load generated by the event 

through the planting of  2 000 Trees for Homes.

JODY SCHECKTER funded two Eastern Cape 

based projects, Nompumelelo and Cofi mbvaba. 

Described as an environmental education 

endeavor to benefi t learners, parents and the 

surrounding community, the Nompumelelo 

School permaculture project was the Eastern 

Cape winner in the Woolworths Trust EduPlant 

Competition. Workshops are currently underway 

with project members of Cofi mbvaba School, 

in collaboration with Farm Africa, to provide 

training and the development of gardens to 

support household food security.

JOHNNIC COMMUNICATIONS is aiding the 

development of food gardens in the Bohlabela 

District (formerly Bushbuckridge) in Limpopo 

and has, more recently, contributed funding 

towards the Thembelihle Home Based Care 

Project which cares for those affected by HIV/

AIDS in Malelane, Mpumalanga.

MARGOT LACHMAN has kindly donated 

funding to FTFA from her deceased estate.

MOMENTUM LIFE CENTURION AND THE 

MOMENTUM FOUNDATION provided funds 

for the “Awake and Rise” project established near 

Jane Furse in Limpopo Province. The project 

has developed well with project members 

successfully conducting outreach work to other 

affected communities in the greater area of 

Sekhukhune, combining permaculture training 

with primary health and HIV/AIDS education. 

NATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE partnered with FTFA to 

embark on an urban greening pilot project 

known as “Green Lungs”, to distribute fruit trees 

and vegetable seeds to approximately 30 000 

List of Donors
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households in Limpopo, Gauteng, North West 

and Mpumalanga provinces.

NATIONAL LOTTERY DEVELOPMENT 

TRUST FUND supports 11 school resource 

centres throughout the country that promote 

and train their communities in permaculture. 

The schools benefi ting from this contribution 

are: Piet N Aphane, Sithembile, Mtuba Christian 

Academy, Bethesda Special School, Xihlovo 

Primary School, Sizanani Primary School, 

Thuthukani Primary School, Mzinti Primary 

School, Mbanga Junior School, Magudu Primary 

School and General Smuts High School. This 

project is having an excellent multiplier effect.

NESTLÉ has recently contributed funding 

towards the development of a permaculture 

food gardening project at a school in its target 

areas. Nestlé has further donated educational 

resources to the Woolworths Trust EduPlant 

programme along with refreshments and prize 

packs towards Arbor Week and the Alexandra 

Renewal Project events. 

PICK ‘n PAY believes that healthy profi ts can 

only be generated by healthy communities. 

Annual campaigns such as Arbor Week, which 

involve both employees and community-based 

organisations, are an integral part of Pick ‘n Pay’s 

annual environmental calendar.  During Arbor 

Week 2006 the company  provided just over 

2 500 trees to 50 schools in the Western Cape, 

Northern Cape, Eastern Cape, KwaZulu and 

Gauteng .

PKF (JHB) INC has supported FTFA since its 

inception through providing annual and other 

audits.

PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS is among the 

fi rst South African companies actively working 

towards becoming carbon neutral through 

offsetting the carbon emissions for all 24 of their 

offi ces around the country by planting Trees for 

Homes. To date 2 300 trees have been planted as 

part of the Greening of Soweto project and 750 

fruit trees planted at the Mount Moriah Housing 

Project east of Kwa-Mashu. 

R B HAGGART TRUST is contributing funding 

towards the development of food gardens and a 

training centre at Bezuidenhout Park to service 

the 50 ECDC inner city crèche members that 

have volunteered to work on the land and 

participate in a University of the Witwatersrand 

research project.

RAITH FOUNDATION contributed funding 

towards the training, development and 

implementation of three permaculture food 

gardening projects, namely Preiska Project 

near Themba in the settlement area of 

Hammanskraal; the Carroll Shaw Memorial 

Centre at the Zuurbekom site on the West 

Rand (Gauteng); and the Ikaneng Permaculture 

Project in Diepkloof, Soweto.

SOUTH AFRICAN BREWERIES made a 

contribution to FTFA that will assist the East 

Rand Protective Workshop (ERPW) to develop a 

training centre for communities in their area and 

to develop their growing herb selling business. 

They also contributed beers for FTFA’s Annual 

Sponsors’ Luncheon.

List of Donors
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SABC EDUCATION is a partner in the 

Woolworths Trust EduPlant Programme and 

provides excellent media coverage through 

television, radio and print to reach out to youth 

across South Africa.

 

SASOL supports two permaculture food 

gardening projects:  Frikkie Smit Primary 

School near Skeerpoort in the in North West 

Province and Swartkop Valley Primary School 

near Muldersdrift outside Johannesburg. 

Both projects aim to develop skills, create 

environmental awareness and produce enough 

fruit and vegetables to support feeding schemes.

SPORTSMANS WAREHOUSE donated 

shade trees to twelve schools in KwaZulu-Natal, 

Gauteng and Limpopo for their sports grounds 

during Arbor Week 2006 as part of its year-round 

drive to ‘turn plastic bags into green trees’. 

Sportsmans Warehouse stores countrywide 

give every cent raised by sales of their plastic 

shopping carrier bags to FTFA for trees.

WESBANK TRUST joined FTFA with the aim 

of improving nutrition and livelihoods. Currently 

three community projects in Mpumalanga 

are supported: Sikhutsele Combined School 

in Barberton which has established a nursery 

to propagate plants for their own use and for 

sale; Thembelihle Home Based Care, a non-

profi t organisation in Malelane that needed a 

vegetable garden project to complement the 

counselling and home-based care they give; 

and Phiva Primary School, to expand their food 

garden to sell their vegetables at the local market 

and to members of their community. 

WILLARDS BATTERIES undertook an 

innovative initiative during Arbor Week 2006 

by planting trees at twelve schools near to 

their operations in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, 

Tembisa, Krugersdorp, Soweto, Ga Rankuwa, 

Mamelodi, Bloemfontein, Durban and even in 

Namibia. Over the past four years the Willard 

Batteries “Go Green, Go Willard” campaign 

has contributed to the planting of over 4 000 

trees for disadvantaged communities across the 

country.

WOOLWORTHS TRUST’s social investment 

project is the highly successful Woolworths 

Trust EduPlant programme in association with 

the Department of Agriculture (LandCare), the 

Department of Water Affairs & Forestry and 

SABC Education. EduPlant is South Africa’s 

leading schools food gardening and greening 

programme that promotes the growing of good 

food in a sustainable way. It provides educator 

workshops, educational materials and a highly 

regarded national competition.  Thanks to 

the Woolworths Trust, EduPlant has helped 

thousands of schools to enhance food security in 

their communities and to improve the nutrition 

of their learners.
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List of Donors
PARTNERS (CONTRIBUTIONS OF R50 000 

AND ABOVE)

ABSA Foundation & Barclays Bank

ABN Amro

Alexandra Renewal Project

Anglo American Trust

Anglogold Fund

Avis Rent-A-Car

BHP Billiton Development Trust

Danida

Deutsche Bank

Department of Water Affairs & Forestry

Edward Nathan (Pty) Ltd

Good Web Marketing

Highveld Steel

Impala Foundation

Interactive Africa/Design Indaba

Jody Scheckter

Johnnic Communications

Margot Lachman

Momentum

National Department of Agriculture: Green 

Lungs

National Lottery Development Trust Fund

Nestlé

Pick ‘n Pay

PKF (Jhb) Inc

PricewaterhouseCoopers           

R B Haggart Trust

Raith Foundation

Rural Links

South African Breweries

SABC Education

Sasol

Sportsmans Warehouse

Wesbank Trust

Willard Batteries

Woolworths Trust

DONOR CONTRIBUTIONS OF BETWEEN 

R10 000 and R50 000

AECI

Africa Foundation

ASAP

Bakwena Platinum Corridor Concession

Barloworld

De Beers Group

De Beers Fund

Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality

Fidentia

Greater Good SA

Hollard Community Development Trust  

InterContinental Palazzo

Investec

Mnandi Property

Offi ce Plant, The

Old Mutual

Norman Wevell Trust

Radloff Family Trust

Refi lwe Community Project

SASA

Sasol Sun Fuels

Sowing the Seeds

Unsung Heroes

Woolworths

UNDER R10,000 IN CASH AND KIND

AAW Art Project

Abalimi Enviro Man Services

Agisinang Property

Amvia

Atholl McLaggan/Jhb Garden Club

Aveng Ltd.

B A Mood cc

Ballstraathof Seeds
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List of Donors
Benoni Aurora Anns

Bell Equipment Co SA

Bergmann, B

Bird Life

Braun, K

Cape Talk

Caxton Group

City of Johannesburg

Collect-a-Can

Computershare

Consology

Cox, K

Deloitte & Touche

Delta Environmental Centre

Department of Agriculture: Potchestroom

Department of Education

Department of Environmental Affairs and 

Tourism

Department of Health

Department of Housing

Du Toit, Tim

Earthlife Africa

East Rand Protective Workshop

E-Bucks

Eco City

Ecolink

Ellerines

Elozi

Envirokids

Enviropaedia

EnviroMedia

EnviroTeach

Eric Samson Foundation

Ezigro

Flora Rosa Nursery (Pty) Ltd 

First Rand Foundation

Fruitree

Gardening Eden

Goodwill Exchange

Gordon, L

Greater Good

Groenvoer Products

Hlalukana, M V

Human Sciences Research Council Library & 

Information Service, Pretoria

Ikaneng

Immink, H

Ince (Pty) Ltd

Institute of Waste Management

Joburg City Parks

Johannesburg Zoo

Jewish National Fund

Johnson Family

Kramer, D P

King David Schools Foundation

Lance Greyling (ID)

Leonard Maurice Miller Foundation

Mangaung Local Municipality

Master Rubber

May, Dr Ivan

Miglleo Printers

Mohlakeng Municipality

Mokoena, M M

Mondi Recycling

Morokoma Primary School

Ms Earth SA

MTN

Muleni Funeral Undertakers

MySchool

Nandos

Naidoo, R

Nedbank

Ngobeni Family

Ninham Shaniham Shand

Nomadik Tents

Norman-Smith, J

O’Connor, J

Orion Nursery
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List of Donors
Osborne, Simon

Park, R & M

Pie Street

Piet N Aphane School

Pikitup

Planting for Wildlife

Plastics Federation

Poppy Magic

Prime Media

Quartet Sales

Raco Tools

Rainbow Farms (Pty) Ltd

Rand Water 

Random Harvest Nursery

Read Right

Roodefurn Furnishers

Ross, Nancy

Rotary Hatfi eld

Sappi Fine Paper

Sappi Limited 

Schleiss, P

Shell

Singer, C J

Smythe, K

Southwell, Rosemary

Soul City

Southern Suns

Starke Ayres

Statesman Stationary

Sukyo Mahikiri

Sustainable Energy

Tau Foundation

Themba Trust

Timberland

Tralso

Translux

Tucker Family

Two - Way Shoppe Radio 

Vernon, Rev

Vivid Displays

Viljoenskroon Hospice

Vukuzenzele Nursery

Ware Associates

Westcom

Westcott, S M

Wienand, G

WITS Medical School

Xihlovo School

Yvonne Chaka Chaka

Zitikeni Primary School
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Audited Figures

Audited fi gures for the year in review is available on CD. Please contact our offi ces to get your copy. 
(See inside front cover for details.)

Attach CD here.



Audited Figures

This annual review is printed on 215gsm Sappi Reviva, kindly donated by Sappi Paper.
The design and printing was made possible by Willard Batteries. Go Green, Go Willard.
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